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Chuck Schumer: A lold

 Planfor Clean Cars

Thavea proposal that is supported not ]L‘lSt by envrronmentahsts but v
. also by labor and large automakers | |

o 'By Chuck Schumer _' : . _
no Nlr Schumer |s a Umted States senator from New York

' Oct-.124, 2'_019

o Serentrsts teli us that to avord the most devastatmg effects of chmate change the World

o : needs to be carben neutral ~— 10 have net “Zero carbon dloxrde erms sions — by mldcentury o
}3, CAt the monient, we are not remotely on track to meet that target We: need to-aet urgently - '_
: ?_;f_’ and ambrtrously, Wthh wﬂl requ1re burldmg drverse coahtlons of pohtrcal support

i That’s why Tam announcmg a new proposal desrgned to rapldly phase out gas-powered :
vehrcles and replace them W1th zero—ermssron or “clean g Vehrcles like electric cars. The goal
©. ofthe: plan which also aims to spur a transformatton m Amerlcan manufacturmg, is that by
_2040 all vehlcles on the road should be clean ' ik .

: What drstmgmshes thlS proposal is not oniy 1ts scale but also 1ts abrhty to unite the

: i ;'Amerlcan envrronmental movement the Amerlcan labor movement and large automakers '
. “Ithas already earned the: support of chmate groups hke the Slerra Club the Natural

g Resources Defense Councﬂ and the League of Conservatlon Voters labor unions like the
Umted Automoblle Workers and the Internatlonal Brotherheod of Electrrcal Workers and
car manufacturers hke Ford and General Motors PR SRR -

o How Wouid the plan Work'? F1rst 1t would gzve you a Iarge drscount on an Amer1can-made - _
= electrlc vehrcle when you trade in a gas-powered car Lower—mcome Americans could getan
e even blgger discount on anew Vehlcle ora dlscount ona used eIectrrc veh1cle In total these
o drsceunts sheuld result in 63 mﬂhon fewer gas-powered cars'on the road by 2030 and put
-Amerlca on a path to havmg 100 percent of new car sales be clean | : :

_' ' Second the plan would make electrlc Vehlcles — and the necessary battery—chargmg
_ mfrastructure -— accessible to all Americans, regardless of where they live and work. This
would be accomphshed by prov1d1ng grants to states and c1t1es te buﬂcl chargmg statlons
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: mth a partrcular emphas1s on low-mcome rural and other underserved commumues

Th1rd the plan aims to estabhsh the Unlted States as the global Ieader in electrn: vehicle and -

o battery manufacturmg by providing grants to retool existing manufacturmg plants in the

Umted States and bulld new ones in th1s country that specialize in those technologies.

' 'Accomphshmg all of this would requ1re an estlmated mvestment of $454 billion over 10
years. ' - R '

- You m1ght ob]ect Isn’t the trans1tton to electr1c veh1cles a.lready happenmg"r‘ Yes, but it is
| progressmg too slowly. Transportat1on still accounts for nearly one-thlrd of America’s
carbon output Even though many American automakers are preparmg for an all-electric .
future, electric veh1cles are still too expenswe for too many Americans and our country
lacks sufﬂcrent battery-chargmg mfrastructure -

Crrucs have Iong said that bold action on clrmate change Would cost Amerrca money and
10bs This is not true. My plan is estimated to create tens. of thousands of new, good~pay1ng :
jobs in this country and should re-establzsh the Umted States as the world Ieader in auto

- manufacturmg Much as: Amer1ca experlenced a revolunon m auto manufacturmg at the

| outset of the 20th century, America under this plan should experrence a revolutton In clean
auto manufacturmg at the begmnmg of thls century : ' '

But we have to move fast Chma now accounts for more: than half of the world’s electrxc
" vehicle market; it overtook the Unrted States as the world leader in 2015. lf we don’t match
- the level of Chlna S commrtment we wﬂl miss an enormous opportumty | '

1 have pronnsed that 1f Democrats win control of the Senate in November 2020,1, as
' magorlty leader Wlll introduce bold and far~reach1ng clnnate leglslatron This proposal for
~clean cars. would be a key element of that bill. .

Achrevmg progress in Washlngton on any major 1ssue requlres a broad coalition to break

) through the partisan grldlock ‘The support that this clean car proposal has already garnered

from the enwronmental movement the labor movement and automakers means not only
 that itis rnore hkely to win support. from the pubhc but also that it is more likely to become

- law. Havmg a clearly popular and beneficial proposal l1ke this one asa key element of a

- larger climate plan will glve Democrats a strong hand to play :

Thrs proposal is about Amerlcan jObS Amerlcan global economic leadershlp and protectmg
the planet Nothlng could be more worthy of pursutt :

_ Chuck Schumer (@SenSchumer) isa senator from New York and the Democratlc Ieader |n the Senate,
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